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About the portfolio
Portfolio ministers and their responsibilities

difficult as the Department has grown from an average staffing level of  988 in the year to 

30 June 2006 to an average staffing level of  1,252 this year.

One of  the difficulties with rapid growth is ensuring new staff  are successfully assimilated into 

the Department and that they quickly acquire the skills they need to do their job. Recognising 

some weaknesses in this area, a number of  senior officers implemented several training 

initiatives this year:

•	 The AGD survival kit: a working guide to legislation and Bills—a handbook about how to navigate 

the process of  legislation

•	 legislation seminars—practical lectures on how to prepare a Bill for introduction and support 

its passage through Parliament, and

•	 Navigating Government seminar—providing an overview of  our system of  government and our 

role in it.

The Department’s financial management has improved greatly over the last two years following 

the implementation of  the recommendations made in a review undertaken in 2004 by 

Mr Len Early.

A new initiative this year was the introduction of  a financial management learning and 

development program. It includes a financial management training program for managers; 

a module on understanding the external budget, appropriations and financial framework; a 

module for executive and personal assistants and other administrative staff  with financial 

responsibilities; and training in procurement and the Chief  Executive’s Instructions.

Thanks

The Department has worked hard to support the Attorney-General and the Minister for Justice 

and Customs and advance the Government’s program during the year. I thank all the officers of  

the Department for their contribution to our successful outcomes.

Robert Cornall AO
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Responsibilities

•	 Administrative law

•	 Alternative dispute resolution

•	 Bankruptcy

•	 Classification

•	 Constitutional matters

•	 Copyright

•	 Courts and tribunals

•	 Critical infrastructure protection

•	 E‑commerce

•	 Emergency management

•	 Family law

•	 Freedom of  information

•	 Human rights

•	 Identity security

•	 Indigenous law and justice

•	 International law

•	 Law reform

•	 Legal aid

•	 Legal services

•	 Legislative drafting

•	 National security and 

counter‑terrorism

•	 Native title

•	 Overall portfolio management

•	 Personal properties securities

•	 Privacy

•	 Prosecution policy

•	 Royal commissions

Attorney‑General

The Hon Philip Ruddock MP
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Minister for Justice and Customs Australian Government Solicitor

Australian Institute of  Criminology

Australian Institute of  Police Management

Australian Law Reform Commission

Australian Security Intelligence Organisation

Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre

Classification Board

Classification Review Board

Copyright Tribunal

Criminology Research Council

CrimTrac

Defence Force Discipline Appeal Tribunal

Family Court of  Australia

Family Law Council

Federal Court of  Australia

Federal Magistrates Court of  Australia

High Court of  Australia

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission

Insolvency and Trustee Service Australia

National Crime Statistics Unit

National Institute of  Forensic Science

National Native Title Tribunal

Office of  Film and Literature Classification*

Office of  Parliamentary Counsel

Office of  the Director of  Public Prosecutions

Office of  the Privacy Commissioner

* Integration of  the Office of  Film and Literature Classification into the Department 
will be completed on 1 July 2007 at which time the Classification, Legal Services and 
Native Title Division will assume sole responsibility for advice to the Attorney‑General on 
classification policy.

Senator the Hon David Johnston
Since 9 March 2007

Senator the Hon Chris Ellison
1 July 2006 – 8 March 2007

Responsibilities

•	 Airport physical security including 

air security

•	 Criminal intelligence and criminology 

research

•	 Criminal law and crime prevention

•	 Customs

•	 Cybercrime

•	 Drug strategy

•	 Evidence

•	 Extradition and mutual assistance

•	 Federal prisoners

•	 Firearms

•	 Law enforcement

•	 Policing

•	 Proceeds of  crime

•	 Protective security

Portfolio structure

The Attorney‑General’s Department is the central policy and coordinating element of  the 

portfolio. The portfolio also includes the statutory office of  the Solicitor-General, who is the 

Second Law Officer of  the Commonwealth, the Attorney‑General being the First Law Officer.

The bodies within the Attorney‑General’s portfolio are listed below in alphabetical order. Annual 

reporting requirements and arrangements for portfolio elements not covered by this report are 

set out at Appendix 1.

Administrative Appeals Tribunal

Administrative Review Council

Australasian Centre for Policing Research

Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity

Australian Crime Commission

Australian Customs Service

Australian Federal Police
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Output 1.1

Legal services and policy 
advice on family law, federal 
courts and tribunals, civil 
procedure, alternative 
dispute resolution, 
administrative law and 
administration of related 
government programs

 
Civil Justice Division

Output 1.2

Support for the  
Attorney-General as  
First Law Officer, advice on 
constitutional policy, and 
promotion of Australian legal 
services internationally

 
Classification,  
Legal Services and  
Native Title Division

Output 1.3

Legal services and policy 
advice on information law 
and human rights

 
 
 
 
 

Information Law and Human 
Rights Division

Output 1.4

Legal services and policy 
advice on international law

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office of International Law

Output 1.5

Drafting of legislative 
and other instruments, 
maintenance of the Federal 
Register of Legislative 
Intruments (FRLI), 
publication of legislative 
materials and provision of 
related legal services

Office of Legislative Drafting 
and Publishing

Output 2.1

Policy advice on, and 
program administration 
and regulatory activities 
associated with, the 
Commonwealth’s 
domestic and international 
responsibilities for 
criminal justice and crime 
prevention; and meeting 
Australia’s obligations in 
relation to extradition and 
mutual assistance

 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal Justice Division

Output 1.6

Legal services and policy 
advice on native title

 
 
 
 
 

Classification,  
Legal Services and  
Native Title Division

Output 1.7

Legal services and policy 
advice on Indigenous 
law and justice and legal 
assistance, and the 
administration of related 
government programs

 
 

Indigenous Justice and  
Legal Assistance Division

Output 2.2

National leadership and 
coordination of legal and 
policy advice on national 
security and counter-
terrorism laws and critical 
infrastructure protection

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Security and Critical 
Infrastructure Division

Output 2.3

Provide national leadership 
in the development of 
emergency management 
measures to reduce risk 
to communities and 
manage the consequences 
of disasters

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emergency Management 
Australia

Output 2.4

Development and promotion 
of protective security 
policy advice and common 
standards and practices; the 
coordination of protective 
security services, including 
counter-terrorism and 
dignitary protection; 
the provision of security 
for special events; the 
development of counter-
terrorism capabilities; 
and the coordination of 
national security crises and 
information through the 
Watch Office and National 
Security Hotline

Protective Security  
Coordination Centre

Outcome 1: An equitable and accessible system of federal civil justice

Outcome 2: Coordinated federal criminal justice, security and emergency management activity,  
for a safer Australia

Civil Justice and  
Legal Services Group
Deputy Secretary
Ian Govey

Civil Justice Division
Kathy Leigh

Indigenous Justice and  
Legal Assistance Division
Katherine Jones*

Information Law and 
Human Rights Division
Philippa Lynch

Classification, Legal Services  
and Native Title Division
Iain Anderson

Office of International Law
Bill Campbell QC

Office of Legislative Drafting 
and Publishing
James Graham

Personal Property Securities Division
James Popple

National Security and Criminal 
Justice Group
Deputy Secretary
Miles Jordana

AusCheck
Elizabeth Kelly

Criminal Justice Division
Dianne Heriot*

Emergency Management Australia
Tony Pearce

International Crime Cooperation 
Division
Maggie Jackson

Protective Security Coordination 
Centre
Martin Studdert

Security and Critical Infrastructure 
Division
Keith Holland
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Figure 1: Organisational structure, outcomes and outputs

* Acting as at 30 June 2007

Audit Committee

Executive Adviser
Katherine Reimers

Corporate Services Group
General Manager
Jan Blomfield*

Corporate Governance and 
Coordination Section

Freedom of Information Section

Human Resources Branch

Ministerial and Parliamentary 
Services Section

Property and Support Services 
Section

Public Affairs Branch

Financial Services Group
General Manager
Sue-Ellen Bickford

Financial Management Branch

Information and Knowledge  
Services Group
General Manager
Graham Fry

Information and Communications 
Technology Branch

Information Services Branch

Secretary
Robert Cornall AO
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